"Our world is experiencing a fundamental crisis: a crisis in global economy, global ecology, and global politics. The lack of a grand vision, the tangle of unresolved problems, political paralysis, mediocre political leadership with little insight or foresight, and in general too little sense for the commonweal are seen everywhere. Too many old answers to new challenges.

Hundreds of millions of human beings on our planet increasingly suffer from unemployment, poverty, hunger, and the destruction of their families. Hope for a lasting peace among nations slips away from us. There are tensions between the sexes and generations. Children die, kill, and are killed. More and more countries are shaken by corruption in politics and business. It is increasingly difficult to live together peacefully in our cities because of social, racial, and ethnic conflicts, the abuse of drugs, organized crime, and even anarchy. Even neighbors often live in fear of one another. Our planet continues to be ruthlessly plundered. A collapse of the ecosystem threatens us. 

Time and again we see leaders and members of religions incite aggression, fanaticism, hate, and xenophobia - even inspire and legitimate violent and bloody conflicts. Religion often is misused for purely power-political goals, including war. We are filled with disgust.

We condemn these blights and declare that they need not be. An ethic already exists within the religious teachings of the world which can counter the global distress. Of course this ethic provides no direct solution for all the immense problems of the world, but it does supply the moral foundation for a better individual and global order: a vision which can lead women and men away from despair, and society away from chaos.

 The Declaration moves on to quickly contrast this bleak picture with its new vision of a global ethic that can truly unite diverse ethnic and religious groups in the common goal of a better world order. It points out that the world religions are in fact already in agreement on some highly significant values and standards which can form the basis for a new world order. It emphasizes that 'Global ethic' does neither mean a single unified religion beyond all existing religions, nor "The domination of one religion over all others." Instead, 'Global ethic' stands for "a fundamental consensus on binding values, unconditional standards and personal attitudes. Without such a basic consensus in ethic, every community sooner or later will be threatened by chaos or dictatorship." Elsewhere, Professor Kung has reaffirmed this point by emphasizing that 'Global Ethic is not a new ideology or superstructure; it will not make the specific ethics of the different religions and philosophies superfluous; it is therefore no substitute for the Torah, the Sermon on the Mount, the Qur'an, the Bhagavad-Gita, the Discourses of the Buddha or the Sayings of Confucius." Thus the Declaration toward a Global Ethic does not aim to invent a new morality and then impose it on the various religions from outside. Instead, it simply aims to identify what “religions in West and East, North and South already hold in common, but is so often obscured by numerous 'dogmatic' disputes and intolerable self-opinionated ness. In short, this Declaration seeks to emphasize the minimal ethic which is absolutely necessary for human survival. It is not directed against anyone, but invites all, believers and also non-believers, to adopt this ethic and live in accordance with it."

 The Declaration is centered in the strong moral claim and basic principle that "Every human being must be treated humanely." This principle has been expounded as follows: "Every human being -- without distinction of sex, age, race, skin color, language, religion, political view, or national or social origin -- possesses an inalienable and untouchable dignity. And everyone, individuals as well as the state, is therefore obliged to honor this dignity and guarantee its effective protection. Humans must always be the subjects of rights, must be ends, never mere means, never objects of commercialization and industrialization in economics, politics and the media, in research institutes and industrial undertakings." On this basis, the Declaration identifies four "irrevocable directives" which must guide all life, private and public, economic and political. The directives demand commitments to: 

Non-violence and Respect for Life 

Solidarity and a Just Economic Order 

Tolerance and a Life in Truthfulness 

Equal Rights, and Partnership Between Men and Women 

